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formed the " white roads " which had characterized Britain
since the earliest days, into shining black tracks.

Cars were at first expensive, and were therefore the

luxury of the few, but new methods led manufacturers to

stan- take up " mass production " and standardization, and thus

dardtion produce small cheap cars.    The principle was originally

applied by Ford, in the U.S.A., and there the worker now

usually has his own car, bought on the instalment plan.

In Great Britain the idea was taken up by Austin and Morris

The (Lord Nuffidd), two men who have both built up huge

cheap car j^g^gggg ^j brought the cheap car (often bought on the

" hire-purchase " system) within the range of many.

More influential perhaps on the lives of the working-
The classes has been the development of the motor omnibus
d the char-a-banc.    As regards the towns, the buses
have enabled thousands to move out from the crowded
areas and densely packed streets to live in the suburbs or
even in the country districts.    Where formerly people
Gains of travelled  comparatively  little,   and  holidays   away  from
ome were denied to the majority, now they travel fre-
quently, and the town dweller is no longer cooped up, but
can get out into the countryside and to the sea.

The villager, too, has gained. Where before he could go
Gains of only as far as his legs would carry him, now he can go far
afield, and the country-woman can go in to shop at her
neighbouring town, and buy many things she could not
get at home. Country people as a whole have lost what to
them was usually a burden, the seftse of isolation, and can,
if they choose, have something they never had before, namely,
the power to leave their villages and see and share in the
advantages of the town. To all alike, 'in both country and
town, the motor-car has brought the possibility of recrea-
tion, of change of scene, and the pleasure of visiting the
too often unknown beauties of their native land.

We must also note that the revival of road traffic has
brought fresh life and prosperity to the country districts,